
The Dark Cherry Pyegaine 
2nd May 2026 
Instructions 

Some History 
The name of the rogaine comes from: 

Dark – It’s a night rogaine 

Cherry – The Hash House is at Cherrybrook 

Pye – The creek on the north of the map is Pye’s Creek. The name Pye comes from local land 
holders in the 1830’s. John, James and Thomas Pye all had land grants. James and Thomas’ 
grants were 60 acres (24.3 hectares). 

Cherrybrook got its name from "Cherrybrook Farm" which was a 65-acre farm established by 
the Harrison family in 1839 on land originally granted to Mary Russell. The farm produced fruit 
and later became a dairy, before being subdivided in 1959 into one of Sydney's first project 
home villages. 

Getting there 
The hash house is at 1st Cherrybrook Scouts’ Hall, 2 Appletree Dr, Cherrybrook NSW 2126. 

By Car 
On street parking is available around the hash house. Please do not park in the small shopping 
centre car park adjacent to the Scout Hall. Please leave it for locals, so we do not adversely 
impact the local businesses. 

By Train 
The hash house is a 4km walk from Cherrybrook Metro Station and 5.3km (through the bush) 
from Pennant Hills Train Station. There are good bus options from both Pennant Hills train and 
Cherrybrook Metro stations. Consult https://transportnsw.info/trip-planner if you plan to arrive 
by bus. 

Event Times 
• The 5 hour event starts Saturday 4:30pm and concludes at 9:30pm. 

• The 3 hour event starts Saturday 5:30pm and concludes at 8:30pm 

On the day of the event the sun will set at 5:12pm.  

Moonlight 
1st May is a full moon and the moon will still be at 99% of its illumination on the night of the 
event.  The moon rises at 5:10pm, but maximum brightness is not until 3:23 am, well after the 
event has finished. Most of the bush has a well established canopy so headlights will be 
essential. 

https://transportnsw.info/trip-planner


What to Bring 
Mandatory Gear (for all night rogaines) 

• Compass 
• Headlight (or torch) – Spare batteries are a good idea. 
• Snake bandage 
• Thermal blanket 
• Whistle 

Planning 

• Pens, highlighters and measuring device 
• Scrap paper 

To Carry  

• Capacity for at least 1L of water per person 
• High energy snacks 
• Mandatory safety gear 
• Compass  
• Raincoat if wet weather is forecast 
• At least one phone per team to double as a camera.  

After 

• Knife, Fork, Plate, Spoon and Cup for dinner.  
• Something warm to wear 
• A towel or a change of clothes in case of rain. 

What to Wear 
This is an on track rogaine but many of the of the tracks are narrow and lined with vegetation. 
Gaiters are recommended to minimise scratches and reduce the risk of stick punctures.  Long 
pants are suggested to keep you warm, but not essential. Please make sure you have enough 
gear to keep warm, in case of a delay due to injury. 

Timetable 
2:30pm Registration opens, maps available 
4:00 pm 5 hour novice briefing 
4:20 pm 5 hour general briefing 
4:30pm 5 hour mass start 
5:00 pm 3 hour novice briefing 
5:20 pm 3 hour general briefing 
5:30pm 3 hour mass start 
8:30pm 3 hour finish 
9:00pm  3 hour results / presentation 
9:30pm 5 hour finish 
10:00pm 5 hour results / presentation 

 

  



Registration 
 Before coming to registration, please make sure: 

• You know your team number (available on web site under Team List) 
• You and everyone on your team have signed your indemnity form. 

 Upon registering you will receive 
• A Navlight tag and wristband (one for each team member)  
• A map for each team member with control descriptions and course setters’ notes  
• One flight plan (intention sheet) which must be filled in and returned to the 

registration desk 

Forecast 
The forecast (as at 27th April) is a low of 14oC and a chance of up to 2 mm of rain during the day / 
night. 

Late finishers  
Competitors will have ten points deducted from their total for every minute (or part thereof) that 
they are late to return. If you are 30 minutes or more late you will be disqualified and will fail to 
record any points. 

The Course 
The event is a combination of street and bush controls. Most of the bush controls are in the 
Berowra Valley National Park, while some of the more westerly bush controls are on Hornsby 
Council land. This is an on-track rogaine. Please remain on tracks at all times. 

Please read the course setters’ notes on the back of the map before the start of the event. 

The Map 
The map will be printed on waterproof paper. The scale is 1:15 000 and contours are 10m. 
Thanks to Hamish Mackie for his work on the map. There are no water drops for this event, but a 
number of public toilets are marked on the map which should enable you to fill up if required. 

Checkpoints 
Checkpoints are indicated by orange/white flags. You need to register your visit to the control by 
holding the Navlight unit to your personal tag. It should flash when punched. All tags for your 
team must be punched at each control. If the light does not flash at a control, you should take a 
photo to record your visit. 

Post Event 
We will have dinner after the event. Please bring a plate, bowl, spoon and cup or mug. 
Presentations should start 30 mins post event or close to it. The results will be posted on the 
event page of the web site usually within one hour of the last event finishing. 



New to Rogaining? 
For Novice teams, information is here: What is Rogaining? - NSW Rogaining. There will also be 
the Novice Briefing before each event. See timetable. At the event there will be people wearing 
hi-vis vests. These people are there to support novice rogainers (and experienced ones as well). 

https://nswrogaining.org/what-is-rogaining/
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